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the empress herself acting as president, and in this manner
they are brought into personal contact with actresses both
of high and low degree. The intercourse thus established
has been most beneficial, for it has not only helped to
place the social status of the stage on a more agreeable
basis, but it also constitutes an incentive to actresses to
keep their names and reputations free from blemish, since
they naturally understand that the empress and the great
ladies of the aristocracy can only treat them as friends, so
long as they live up to the same standard of respectability
as that which prevails in the highest circles of society, and
at court.
One of the most valuable qualities of Empress Augusta-
Victoria is hen extraordinary tact. It is due to this, more
than anything else, that she has been able to retain, not
only a hold upon the affection and regard of her impulsive
and brilliant husband, but also an influence over him with-
out his being aware of the fact. By the leading members
of his court, and by his principal ministerial advisers, she
is regarded not merely in the light of his guardian angel,
but as his most sensible counsellor. She may be relied
upon at all times to soothe his anger, soften any bitterness
which he may entertain towards this or that person, and
call forth at critical moments the most generous and chiv-
alrous phases of his, on the whole, very attractive charac-
ter.
She is claimed by those who know the true state of
affairs to act in the capacity of a brake and a safety-valve
to her husband, and it is no secret that both the classes
and the masses feel an additional sense of security when
they know their popular empress to be by the emperor's
side; for every mistake that he has made since he ascended
the throne has taken place during her absence, and he

